
 

Cycle 2 Extensions: 

- Visit the covered bridge to see if they can find any of the questions that they 
generated for the KWL. 

- Have students generate a sketch of the bridge. 
- Ask students to create a new adjective or noun that would better describe the photo 

of the bridge burning. Have them write a dictionary definition for it. 
- Have students create a poster that could have commemorated the opening of the 

new bridge. 
- Have students find the ?Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How? in the newspaper 

article.
- Have students create a dance that interprets the burning down of the bridge. 
- Have students  create a ?Bridge Quiz? to ask to family members and friends. 
- Have students build a bridge from popsicle sticks. There are many online lesson 

plans related to this. 
- Have students create a storyboard of the burning of the bridge at 

www.storyboardthat.com

Cycle 3 Extensions: 

- Read the article " A Bridge A- Building" by Ernie Mahoney and look for powerful 
vocabulary at  http:// outaouais.quebecheritageweb.com/ article/ bridge-building-rebuilding-wakefield-covered-bridge

- Have students conduct independent or group research on a chosen related topic. 
Some examples could be: transportation over the past 100 years, the daily life of the 
first settlers in the Gatineau Valley, the Wakefield Covered Bridge, or any related 
topic that is of interest to the students. 

- Have students create interview questions to ask someone who was alive when the 
bridge burned down. Have them conduct the interview and either record it or write 
down the answers to share with the class. Explain that a large part of history is 
passed down orally and in order to understand the past we need to ask questions to 
the people who lived in the past so that valuable information isn?t lost forever. 

- Have students write a persuasive letter pretending they are a farmer who owns land 
on the east side of the river before the covered bridge was built. The Government is 
offering grants to communities to build bridges and you really want Wakefield to 
apply. Write a letter to try to convince the Ministry of Transportation to approve the 
request for funding. Explain how it will benefit the community. Some examples of 
reasons could include, but are not limited to: to facilitate the transportation of 
goods, to facilitate travel, to increase access to the village, to create a more 
connected community, to decrease the use and hassle and potential dangers of 
using a scow to cross the river,        
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