
Lesson Tit le:  Phot o D et ect ives

LESSON OVERVIEW

Sum m ary: 

In this lesson students will study an historical image to locate clues and ascertain 
information about the past. They will demonstrate their understanding of the scene and 
use the information they have learned as well as their imaginations to create a 
character sketch of a miner around the turn of the century. 

Essent ial Quest ions:  

What might life have been like for miners around the turn of the century? How can we 
begin to understand our relationship and our community?s relationship to the past? 
How has the past of our community helped to shape the present? 

Grade Level: Cycle 2 and 3

Subject : Language Arts

Time: Two 50-minute sessions

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to...

- Begin to understand 
and interpret the 
establishment of the 
geographic and 
historical contexts of a 
society. 

-  Interpret change in a 
society and its territory. 

- Use inquisition based 
learning techniques.  

CURRICULUM LINKS

These lessons are designed to accompany the video ?A Cantley Story- the Mica Mine?.  
The video was produced and created by Gatineau Valley youth as a way to highlight local 
history, culture and geography. These lessons focus on the history of the mica mining 
industry in the Gatineau Valley and can be used either as a progression or individually.  

CANTLEY MICA MINING

Cross cur r icular  com pet encies: To construct his/her identity

 Language Ar t s:  

 Narrative and Literary Text Types: 

ii: Characterization:  Use of body language and gesture to convey 
character traits, Use of details to convey an imaginary character, 
Surface appearance of a character (e.g. clothing, physical 
attributes) 

iii: Setting: The physical landscape and social context in which the 
action of story occurs, i.e. its time and place 

Geography, Hist ory and Cit izenship Educat ion  

·Researching and working with information in geography and 
history 

o   Asks Questions 

o   Organizes information 



 

Preparat ion:  Review "Mining in Cantley" information.

Hook: Project PHOTO#2 on the smartboard or hand out printed copies. 

1.      Don?t give any details about the photo. 

2.      Form groups. 

3.      Tell students that you want them to be detectives and find out more about the 
photograph by looking for clues, interesting facts, and observations about the image as 
they can.  Tell them to look for any clues that would give us insight into the lives of the 
people in the photograph. 

Prompting questions such as: 

- Who might these people have been? 
- What are they wearing? 
- What might they have been doing just before this photograph?
- What clues tell you something about the way they might have lived? 
- Where might this photograph have been taken? 
- When was this photograph likely taken? 
-  Who might have taken this photograph? 
- How old are these people? 
- What gender are they? 

4.      Have students present their findings and guesses about the photograph to the 
class.  

5.      Use the Smart Board to circle observations or allow students to circle their 
observations. 

Some clues they may observe are: 

- The boy in the front looks very young to be at a mine. Sons went to work with their 
fathers when they were big and strong enough to help support the family and to 
learn a skill. Schooling was seen to be useful to girls because education 
qualifications were not needed for farming, lumbering, and mining etc.

- They are mostly all wearing overalls or suspenders. Clothing was made made of 
wool and cotton by the women in their families. Elastic was rare and expensive, so 
they used belts of leather or string, and suspenders when they could afford them.

LEARNING PLAN



- The building in the background looks a bit run-down. Farm and mine buildings did 
not have to look fancy. They just had to be strong and weatherproof. Buildings were 
often recycled to new uses.

- Several of the men have long moustaches. Moustaches were stylish for a long 
time, but beards were seen to be unkempt or as the sign of someone who was too 
lazy to shave. Cups were specially made for drinking with a moustache.

- Some of them are wearing handkerchiefs around their necks. This was to protect 
them from the sun and the insects. There were no sprays for either.

- The boy in the front is holding a hat. All men wore hats in those times. They wore 
them to protect from the elements and also for fashion. They would have had a 
work hat and a Sunday hat that was kept clean and proper. 

- They are only males. There were no female miners. This work was considered too 
dangerous and difficult for women. In those days, work was divided: ?men?s work? 
was farming, logging, building; ?women?s work? was the home, children, food, 
garden, animals. 

- The photo is in black and white. Although colour photography was invented around 
1900, it was not widely available until the 1950s.  Early cameras were expensive 
and delicate, so only used on special occasions.  

This photo was taken at the Blackburn Mine in Cantley, Quebec. The foreman, Bruce Gow, 
is seen second from the right. The date of this photo is not known.    



Par t  #2 

1.      Tell students that they will choose one of the historical figures in the picture and 
attribute character traits to them based on their body language and using their 
imaginations. Use PHOTO # 2 and ask students to choose one person in the photo for 
their character sketch. 

2.      Explain that they are allowed to embellish their character for emphasis and 
creativity, but that they should be able to provide some sort of evidence or reasoning 
for their choice. 

3.      Project the Character Traits list (WORKSHEET#4) on the smart board and discuss 
any new vocabulary. 

4.      Explain that while we are unable to be certain about a person?s character traits 
based on a photograph, that we can usually tell a lot about personality based on body 
language.  

5.      Handout Character Traits worksheet (WORKSHEET#3). 

6.      Share work as a class or in small groups. 




