
Lesson Tit le: M aking H eadlines

LESSON OVERVIEW

Sum m ary: 

Students will use the PWIM to generate a list of nouns and adjectives that describe a 
photograph of the Wakefield Bridge burning down. They will use these words to create 
a newspaper headline and then work as a group to choose the best headline. 

Essential Questions:  

How are words used to evoke emotion and grab the attention of a reader? Why are 
some words more powerful than others? 

Grade Level: Cycle 2 and 3

Subject : Language Arts

Time: Two 50-minute sessions

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to...

- Begin to understand and interpret 
the establishment of the geographic 
and historical contexts of a society 

- Improve word choice and work 
collaboratively to examine the 
qualities associated with good 
headlines and the importance of 
word choice in writing. 

CURRICULUM LINKS

These lessons are designed to accompany the video ?Wakefield Covered Bridge?.  The video was 
produced and created by Gatineau Valley youth as a way of to highlight local history, culture and 
geography. These lessons focus on the actual history of the Wakefield Covered Bridge and can be used 
either as a progression or individually. 

WAKEFIELD COVERED BRIDGE

Cross cur r icular  com pet encies: To exercise 
critical judgement, to cooperate with others, 

Language Ar t s: A: Understanding the 
Conventions of Written Language 

-  Usage Conventions (agreement and 
word choice) 

- Selects words that convey the intended 
meaning and create a picture in the 
reader?s mind 
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PART #1

 1.  In small groups, use the PWIM model and ask one half of the class to make a list on 
a piece of chart paper of as many adjectives as they can to  describe the photo.  Ask 
the other half of the class to create a list of verbs that they can see in the photograph. 
Then have students change sides and try to find additional words for their lists.

2.   Tell students to imagine that they were at the edge of the river where the picture 
was taken. Ask them to think of adjectives that describe what it looks like, smells like, 
and sounds like. 

- Some examples could include, ?bright, scorching, terrifying, devastating, 
disturbing, awesome, tremendous, blazing, immense, jagged, shocking, 
colourful, horrible?. ·        

- Some examples of verbs could be ?burn, scorch, break, ruin, destroy, abolish, 
crack, and fall.?  ·      

- Encourage students to use a thesaurus to find synonyms to expand their lists. 

3.      Share group lists with the class and create a list of all the adjectives and verbs.  

 Accom m odat ions: 

Consider giving students a list of adjectives and verbs to choose from or project one 
on the Smart Board while students are creating their lists. 

LEARNING PLAN

Preparat ion:  Prepare an anchor chart for 
generating lists of verbs and adjectives. 

 Hook/ Int ro:  Put up a photograph of the bridge 
burning. (PHOTO #1) You could also hand out a 
copy of the photo to students, but it would be 
best if it were in colour, so a projected image 
would work well.

PHOTO#1
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PART#2 

Preparat ion: Print off (WORKSHEET #1) for students to add their headlines to. 

1.      Show the class the newspaper article of the burning of the bridge. Read the article as 
a group and discuss the tone of the article. The original tit le has intentionally been 
removed (WORKSHEET  #1)

2.      Discuss how good headlines, both in print and online, should be factually correct, 
connect to ordinary readers, attract attention using active and descriptive words, and 
match the tone of the article.  

3.      Show examples of good headlines and discuss the qualities associated with them. 
Discuss the increase in online articles and posts and how they get our attention with the 
words that they choose. 

4.      Ask students to work together in small groups to come up with newspaper headlines 
for the article of the bridge burning. Encourage them to use words from the lists of 
adjectives and verbs they have already created. 

5.      Have students write in their headlines using a font that is appropriate to the tone of 
the story. 

6.      Have each group trade articles with their completed headlines with another group.  
They can use a stick-it note or just verbally share their conclusions. 

7.      Share headlines as a group and decide which headline is the catchiest and most 
accurate. 

8.      Ask them to pretend they were an editor for a newspaper, as a group they need to 
decide which headline they would choose and why? 

9.      You can then show the students the headline that was used and see how they would 
rate this headline in comparison to their own. Is it better? Is it worse? 
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PHOTO#1 
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