
Lesson Tit le:   M ap D et ect ive - W akef ield

LESSON OVERVIEW

Sum m ary: Students will compare maps and images of the past and the present to 
understand the historical evolution of the Gatineau Valley and its relation to their own 
lives. 

Essent ial Quest ions: How has the village of Wakefield evolved over the past 100 years? 
What are some of the economic reasons for these changes? 

Grade Level: Cycle 2 and 3

Subject : Geography, History, and Cit izenship

Time: Two 50-minute sessions

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to...

- Begin to understand and 
interpret the 
establishment of the 
geographic and historical 
contexts of a society.

- Read and interpret a 
historical map of their 
hometown.

CURRICULUM LINKS

These lessons are designed to accompany the Fairbairn Films- Hometown History videos. The 
videos were produced and created by Gatineau Valley youth to highlight local history, culture 
and geography. These lessons focus on the geography of the Gatineau Valley.  This lesson 
focuses specifically on the village of Wakefield, but could easily be adapted to another location.

THE GATINEAU VALLEY

Cross cur r icular  com pet ency: To construct his/her 
identity 

Geography, Hist ory and Cit izenship: 

Interprets simple maps 

Essent ial Know ledges: 

?To perceive the organization of a society in its 
territory 

?To interpret change in a society and its territory
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Preparat ion:  Read the reference material ?A Brief History of the The Gatineau Valley? to 
gain an understanding of the basic history of the Gatineau Valley. Print a copy of 1847 
map of Wakefield (MAP#1) for each small group of students. 

Par t # 1

Hook: Show students the time lapse feature on Google Earth. Explain that we can see the 
changes that have taken place over the last 10 years in our community by sliding the 
time back and forth. 

1. Have a whole-class discussion about how land use has changed in the students? 
community over time. Ask: 

-  What has changed in our community in the last five or ten years? (Encourage 
thinking about new roads, shopping or business areas, housing developments, and 
areas for recreation.) 

- Are most of these changes human-made? (Yes.) 
- Are there physical changes that have affected the area? (Explain that human 

changes are often more visible, although physical changes affect a place over time 
too.) 

- What are some examples of physical changes affecting a place? (Possible 
responses: rivers can flood; shorelines can change.) 

5. Ask students to point out their initial observations about the map. This can be done 
orally. 

- It says Lower Canada instead of Canada. (This was the name for Quebec before 
Confederation.)

- It is hand drawn. (This is because there were obviously no computers or satellite 
images and cartographers only had basic instruments such as compasses and had 
to use their memory and verbal descriptions.) 

- Some land is reserved for clergy. (Clergy reserves were tracts of land in Upper and 
Lower Canada reserved for the support of "Protestant clergy". 1/7th of all surveyed 
lands were set aside as "clergy reserves".

LEARNING PLAN

2. Project the map titled Wakefield 1847 (MAP#1). 

3. Ask: Does this show what Wakefield looks like today? How do you 
know? 

4. Explain that we call a map like this a historical map, because it shows 
what the land was like at a particular time in history, or it reflects what 
people knew at the time. Have students describe the land and water 
they see on the map. 

Map#1
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- Not all of the lakes have names. (This is because they hadn't all been surveyed yet.)
- There are no roads on the map yet. (This is because there were only trails at this 

time.) 
- There are last names used to mark the land. (This is because land was marked with 

the last name of the family who owned it.) 
- There are only a few village names. (This is because there were only a few villages at 

this time.)
- There are more names on the left bank of the river than on the right bank of the river. 

(This is because the trail only came up the western bank of the river.)
- It is very simple.  (Maps were hand drawn and surveyors didn't have the same kind of 

equipment that they have today.)
- There are no bridges yet. 
- It has a signature on it. (This is because the surveyor who made the map was 

responsible for signing it to show that he officially agrees that it is accurate.)

6. Ask: What bodies of water do you see? (The village was settled at the convergence of the 
Gatineau River and the La Pêche River.) 

7. Ask: Why do you think Wakefield was settled where 2 rivers meet? Why were most 
villages, towns, and cities established beside bodies of water? (Possible responses: the 
settlers wanted a place that was close to water for sending logs downriver to Hull, the 
Fairbairn Mill used the power of the water to power its Grist Mill, easier to travel by water 
than by road.) 
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Par t # 2

3.  Give students 10 minutes to write down all of their observations or questions 
independently on their placemat. 

 They may make observations such as: 

·         It only shows one side of the river. 

·         It has roads marked on it. 

·         There is a railway line. 

·         The population was 200. 

·         The house colours show what the building was made of. 

·         There was a bridge across the La Pêche River. 

·         The road to Masham was beside the La Pêche River. 

·         There are roads that are not completed. 

4.  Ask them to discuss their observations as a group and then narrow down their top 3 
most interesting observations to share with the class. 

5. Discuss their findings and address any unanswered questions. 

6.  As a class, ask students to come to the front and locate some familiar points on the map. 

-  Locate the current site of the Wakefield Covered Bridge. They will need to look on the 
small map inserted in the right corner. Did the bridge exist when this map was made? 
Were there even roads that went to the bridge when this map was made?

-  Where is the post office on this map? Where is it currently located? Why was it in a 
better place at that time? (Because it was connected to the road system at the time.) 

- Where is the General Store on this map? ·
- Can you find 2 churches? Have they changed location at all? 
- Can you find the bridge that goes over the La Peche River? Notice how almost all of 

the buildings are on the south side of this bridge. Why might this have been? 
(Because buildings were established prior to the construction of the bridge in 1915. 
The bridge would have been built for farmers to get to the MacLaren Grist Mill.)

1.  Put up the 1897 map of Wakefield on the Smart Board. (MAP#2 
in resources) 

2. In small groups, have students complete a placemat activity (see 
resources for explanation of technique if unfamiliar) The essential 
question should be: ?What do I notice about this map?? The goal is 
to get them to see the changes that took place between 1847 and 
1897, while allowing them to note all of their observations. Map#2
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