
CANTLEY MICA MINING 
Lesson Title: What is a Mica Mine? 
Grade Level: Cycle 2 and 3 

Subject: Language Arts 

Time: Two SO-minute sessions 

LESSON OVERVIEW 

These lessons are designed to accompany the video "A Cantley Story- the Mica Mine". The 

video was produced and created by Gatineau Valley youth as a way to highlight local 

history, culture and geography. These lessons focus on the history of the mica mining 
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Summary: 

Students will activate their prior knowledge about the mining industry. They will watch a 

video created by local youth and through direct instruction and inquisition, they will 

learn about the integral role that the mining industry played in the development of 

community of Cantley and the extended Gatineau Valley. 

Essential Questions: What are mines and what is the historical significance of the 

mining industry? How did the mining industry help to shape communities in the 

Outaouais region of Quebec? How can we better understand our own sense of 

self/place by learning more about the history of our community? 

OBJECTIVES 

Students will be able to ... 

• Begin to understand and

interpret the establishment

of the geographic and

historical contexts of a

society.
• Understand that the mining

was an important part of the 

history of Cantley and of the 

Gatineau Valley. 
• Synthesize, respond to, and

construct meaning from

audio-visual information.

CURRICULUM LINKS 

Cross curricular competencies: To construct his/her identity 

Language Arts: 

Understanding the Conventions of Written and Media Language 

- Uses linguistic structures and features to express thoughts, ideas and 

information for a specific purpose and audience 

Language-Learning Processes 

- Uses prior knowledge 

- Constructs a personal response (i.e. constructs meaning) 

- Uses details and evidence to infer meaning(s) 

- Integrates new information with what is already known to 

construct meaning T 

Text Types, Structures and Features 

-Reading, Viewing and Listening (spoken, written and media 

texts) vi. Web pages, biogs and Internet sites appropriate and accessible to children 

(e.g., short video clips) 

-Learning/thinking logs and lists that record thoughts, ideas and informatio, 



 

Preparat ion:  Stick it notes, chart paper, markers, cue the video ?A Cantley Story- The Mica 
Mine?.  

Hook:  Put Phot o#1 up on Smartboard or projector (and have a piece of mica on hand to 
show students if possible). 

Par t # 1 

Some prompting questions: 

- From the time you wake up until the time you go to sleep, almost every single item you use 
contains minerals and metals that came from a mine somewhere around the world. 

- Have you ever heard of things being mined for? 
- Can you think of items in your everyday life that come from a mine? 

2.      Challenge students to come up with as many words or ideas as they can. Have 
students share their ideas in small groups or as a class. 

 3.      Explain to students: Minerals and metals are all around you. They are found in cell 
phones and transportation, paints and jewelry, buildings and even dog and cat food. In fact, 
everything that is not grown comes from a mine. 

4.      Explain to students that the photo that they are looking at was taken at a local mine 
around 1940 and that mining was an important part of the history of Cantley and of the 
Gatineau Valley.

LEARNING PLAN

1.      Ask students to work in small groups to complete a 
mind map for the word ?mining?: What words do you know 
that are associated with mining? 

Phot o#1



Par t  #2 

1.      Explain to students that you are going to show them a video that was made by 
local area youth to share some of their local history. The video is called ?A Cantley Story- 
The Mica Mine?.  (Please refer to ?Mining in Cantley? reference information prior to 
watching for further information.) 

2.      Tell them that although all of the mines in Cantley are now closed that they were a 
very important part of the establishment of the community of Cantley and other 
communities in the Gatineau Valley. 

 3.      Set a viewing purpose of:  Following their own thoughts and paying attention to what 
comes into their mind. Tell them to pay specific attention to what surprises them, what is 
interesting to them, and what they would like to know more about.  

 

5.  Have students use point form. We use point form when we want to get our ideas down 
quickly and concisely. Point form is not written in full sentences and does not require 
punctuation other than a bullet to start.

6.  Watch the video, ?A Cantley Story- The Mica Mine?. 

7.   You may want to pause the short video to give an example of how to write their 
ideas in point form on their worksheet. 

8.   After viewing, have students use their notes to write their ideas into full sentences. 
You may want to show the video one more time.  Some examples of sentence starters 
could be: 

·        I was surprised by____________________ 

·        I found it interesting that_______________________ 

·        I wonder about_______________________ 

·        I am curious about_______________________ 

9.      Have students share their responses with the class. 

4.  Students can use WORKSHEET#1 while they watch, or they 
can write their own column headings (What surprises me? 
What is interesting? What would I like to know more about?).




