
Lesson Tit le:  M apping W her e I Live

LESSON OVERVIEW

Sum m ary:  In small groups students will work to map their own town or village. In 
order to understand how things have changed over time, they will first look at how their 
community is currently laid out and will work towards understanding how their town 
has evolved over the past 100-150 years. 

Essent ial Quest ions: How have communities changed over the past 100-150 years? 
How have they remained the same? 

Grade Level: Cycle 2 and 3

Subject : Geography, History and Cit izenship

Time: Two 50-minute sessions

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to...

- Begin to understand and 
interpret the 
establishment of the 
geographic and historical 
contexts of a society.

- Read and interpret an 
historical map of their 
hometown.

- Sketch a basic map of 
their community

CURRICULUM LINKS

These lessons are designed to accompany the Fairbairn Films- Hometown History videos. The 
videos were produced and created by Gatineau Valley youth as a way to highlight local history, 
culture and geography. These lessons focus on the geography of the Gatineau Valley.  This 
lesson focuses specifically on the village of Wakefield, but could easily be adapted to another 
location.

THE GATINEAU VALLEY

Cross cur r icular  com pet encies: To construct 
his/her identity , exercising critical judgment, using 
information, and cooperating with others. 

Geography, Hist ory and Cit izenship: 

- Interprets simple maps 
- Essential Knowledges:  Places: Distinguishes 

between natural elements and human-created 
elements

4



 

Preparat ion: 

- Read the reference material "A Brief History of the Gatineau Valley? to gain an 
understanding of the basic history of the Gatineau Valley. 

- Prepare clipboards with paper

Par t # 1

1.       Ask students if they know what a cartographer does? Discuss. 

2.       Tell students they will become cartographers to map the area where they live and 
that they will be walking around their village or town to gather information. 

3.       Students will work in small groups with a clipboard and a pencil to create a map of 
their village. 

4.       Tell students that they will have an opportunity to use Google Maps to adjust their 
map after the walk, but should first use their knowledge of the area and their 
observations to create a map that meets the following criteria: 

- includes street names  
- includes bodies of water 
-  includes their school and other important buildings 

5.       Take them for a walk around the community that they will be mapping. 

6.       Have them create a basic sketch of their map. The goal is not to create a perfect 
map, but to visualize their community from this perspective.

7.       Ask them to think about: 

- The relative distance and scale. They should not be required to use proper scale, 
but should try to take it into consideration. 

-  How they think cartographers used to create maps before satellite images. What 
challenges might they have faced? 

         

LEARNING PLAN
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Par t # 2

1.       Bring up Google Maps on the Smart Board.  If you have Google Earth downloaded, 
this is always a better option, and has map access as well. 

2.       Ask students to help you find their village on the map. Most students should be 
familiar with Google Maps and/or Google Earth, but a quick instructional on how to 
search, zoom and explore would be useful. 

3.       Keeping the map up on the board, allow students time to amend their own maps 
and add details. 

4.       Ask students to share what they had right about their maps, what they had wrong, 
and if they have any insights as to why this could be.  Ask them how they think maps 
would have been made in the past? What was the process? Would it have been easy to 
make a map without satellites and modern day technology? 

5.       Students can share their maps with the class in a gallery walk. (Students display 
their work on their desks and they all walk around the classroom silently observing their 
classmates work. Students can offer feedback after the gallery walk.)
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