
 

-  For more than 4000 years Indigenous peoples lived 
and traveled up and down the Gatineau River Valley.

- At the beginning of the 19th century European 
settlers began to move into the area by canoe and 
on foot.   

Quick Facts

THE GATINEAU VALLEY
A Brief History

  Quebec Colonization Map (c.1910)
Courtesy of Gatineau Valley Historical Society

- The government encouraged settlers from England 
and Ireland to move to the Colony by paying for their 
passage and their provisions and by guaranteeing 
them 100 acres of land upon their arrival.

- Having secured land, pioneers built log homes and 
cleared enough land to grow their first crops. 

- Lacking money, settlers often bartered farm 
produce like butter, homemade jams, and baking, 
for staples like tea and sugar brought in by local 
stores.

- The timber trade is what originally drew people to 
the region in the early and mid-1800s, when more 
accessible lands were opened by the 
government, adventurous settlers ventured 
further up the Gatineau River to seek their fortune. 

Logging Camp  (c.1900)
Courtesy of Gatineau Valley Historical Society

- They established farms, logged the forests, and sold their timber downriver. Every 
year the lumber barons would move their shanties further north along the river to 
harvest more timber. This is how the small towns and communities along the river 
were originally established.   

Interest ing...

Looking at a map, you can see that the distances between the villages along the river 
are more or less the same, this being the distance an ox cart could travel in one day 
before needing to stop for food and sleep.
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- The completed rail access from Hull to Maniwaki also contributed greatly to the 
growth of communities along the west banks of the river around the beginning of the 
20th century. 

- Regular passenger service between Hull and Wakefield started in 1892.
- The tracks were completed to Maniwaki in 1904.

Quick Facts

THE GATINEAU VALLEY
A Brief History

c.1927
Courtesy of Gatineau Valley Historical Society

- This photograph shows the village, complete with a 
doctor, stores and a barbershop, that was created to 
house the workers constructing the Paugan Dam in 
Low, Quebec. You can also see the train trestle that was 
constructed  to bring in supplies and haul out blasting 
debris. Both the workers' village and the train trestle 
were dismantled after the dam was completed. 

- The first settlers to build a home in Wakefield, Quebec, were Joseph Irwin, his wife 
Mary Pritchard and their son James. They built their home on present day Valley 
Drive in 1829, at the site of today's community center. 

- The first settlers to build a home in Chelsea, Quebec were the family of Thomas 
Brigham, son in law of Philemon Wright.

- The first settlers to build a home in Cantley were David Blackburn and his 2 sons. 
Blackburn descendants are still living on the original farm.

Interest ing...

The Gatineau River runs 443 kilometres in a relatively straight line 
south from Quebec?s massive Baskatong Reservoir to the city of 
Gatineau, once known as Hull. 
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THE GATINEAU VALLEY
A Brief History

Communit ies Along the River 

Cant ley
 One of the first settlers of the area was Colonel Cantley; he was a British officer with Colonel John By's canal builders. He settled 
in what would become Cantley in the early 1830s. The post office was named after him, and eventually the village became known 
as Cantley.
 
Cascades
 The village was named Cascades (French for "waterfalls") because of the strong rapids on the Gatineau River in this area.
 
Chelsea
 Thomas Brigham came from Chelsea, Vermont in the United States, and in 1819 was the first to settle in what became Chelsea, 
Quebec. He married Abigail Wright, daughter of Philemon Wright, and became heir to their property in Chelsea.
 
Farrel l ton
 The village was named in honour of one of its pioneers, Patrick Farrell. He came to Canada in 1831 and settled in the Gatineau 
Valley in 1840. He opened a general store and became the first post master of Upper Wakefield (Farrellton) from 1872 to 1881.
 
Gracefield
  In 1840, Augustin Ethyer was the first to settle in what would later become Gracefield. Gracefield was named after Patrick Grace 
who opened the first business in the community. Patrick Grace later became the mayor of Wright county, serving from 1885 to 
1890.
 
Kazabazua
 The origin of the name of the village is from an Algonquin expression, meaning "water under the ground". The expression refers to 
the disappearance of Kazabazua Creek, which runs underground for one hundred feet.
 
Low
 Like other communities along the Gatineau River, Low Township was settled by loggers, farmers, and others involved in the forest 
economy. The village got its name from a prosperous lumber merchant, Charles Adamson Low, who was prominent in the area in 
the 1830s. The township was officially established in 1859.
 
Maniwaki
 In the Algonquin language, Maniwaki means 'Mary's land' from the Algonquin word "mani", Mary, and "aki", land. The city was 
founded by Catholic Oblates in 1851 when the church established a mission for the Algonquins. This reserve named Kitigansipi or 
Kitigan Zibi, 'farm river' or 'garden river', is the largest Algonquin First Nation in Canada, in both area and population.
 
Masham
 The first families to settle in the area were the families of Ovide Bélanger and Edouard Trempe, in 1835. The mission of Ste Cecile 
de La Peche was begun in 1840. The colony grew slowly  and the merchant Edouard Trempe built a grist mill in 1847. The township 
of Masham was erected in 1850 and the name of the settlement was changed to Ste-Cecile-de-Masham.

Meech Creek
 Meech Creek is named after Reverend Asa Meech, who settled in the area in 1822. He was born in New England, studied at Brown 
University (Rhode Island) and became a minister. 

Saint-Pierre-de Wakefield
 This first village was located in Wakefield Township. The name "Pierre" comes from the first priest of the parish, Pierre-Dussere 
Telmon.
 
Wakefield
 Wakefield was given its name by early settlers, in honour of the English town of Wakefield in Yorkshire, Great Britain.
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