
Lesson Tit le:   Int er view  w it h a Lumber jack

LESSON OVERVIEW

Sum m ary: Students will use answers provided to formulate questions. They will use 
these questions and answers to create an interview that they will present to the class. 

Essent ial Quest ions:  How did the lumber industry along the Gatineau River shape the 
development and growth in the Gatineau Valley? 

Grade Level: Cycle 2 and 3

Subject : Language Arts

Time: Two 50-minute sessions

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to...

- Practice communication 
and presentation skills.

-  Learn about the 
historical significance of 
the log drive in the 
Gatineau Valley 

- Begin to understand  the 
importance of historical 
inquisition .

CURRICULUM LINKS

These lessons are designed to accompany the video ?Chelsea Log Drive?.  The video was 
produced and created by Gatineau Valley youth as a way to highlight local history, culture and 
geography. These lessons focus on the history of the log drive on the Gatineau River and can be 
used either as a progression or individually.  * They would be a great cross-curricular addition to 
a water unit .

CHELSEA LOG DRIVE

Cross Cur r icular  Com pet encies: To communicate appropriately, to use 
creativity, to use information

 Language Ar t s: Language to Communicate: The student uses language to 
communicate information, experiences and point of view by: Participating 
in collaborative improvisation and role-playing activities to communicate 
experiences and responses. 

Using the linguistic structures and features of texts in own writing: Syntactic 
structures that carry meaning: the structure of a question. 

Linguistic Structures and Features: The student applies her/his knowledge 
of linguistic structures and features by: - Experimenting with appropriate 
language registers to achieve a desired purpose: Interview 

Dram a: To use elements of the language of drama, performance 
techniques, styles of theatre and elements of drama 

Geography, Hist ory and Cit izenship Educat ion: Researching and working 
with information in geography and history 



 

Hook:  Watch the video ?Shanty Life?. (If you have not already watched the video ?Chelsea 
Log Drive?, you should do so prior to this lesson.)  As they watch, ask students to think 
about what it might have been like to be a log driver. 

1.       Hand out the worksheet  "Interview with a Lumberjack"(WORKSHEET#3)

2.       Working in pairs, students will need to decide who will be the interviewer and who 
will be the log driver. 

3.       They will need to work backwards and use the information provided on the 
information sheet to formulate questions to be answered by the lumberjack. 

4.       Using the information sheet, create an example question with the group.  Explain to 
students: A historical question may begin with any of six interrogative words -- who, what, 
when, where, why and how -- but the most sophisticated ones usually try to explain "why" 
someone did something. 5.       Explain to students that they should use the information 
provided to formulate at least 1 question for each interrogative word. 

6.       Allow students to add questions to the interview, but to make sure that they are 
based on facts  so that their presentations are accurate.  You may want to allow students 
to use the internet to research questions that go beyond the information provided. 

 

LEARNING PLAN

Preparat ion:  

Prepare photocopies of "Interview with a Lumberjack" 
(WORKSHEET#3) or it can be projected on the Smart Board. 
You may want to procure a toy microphone and other small 
props for the interview presentation. 

7.       If you intend to evaluate the interview, you will 
need to go over the criteria for evaluation in 
RESOURCE#1- RUBRIC

8.       Students share their interviews with class and 
offer feedback to their peers. 




