
 

- The Gatineau River has always been an 
important transportation route. It was very well 
known to the Indigenous peoples of the area  as 
long as 4000 years ago.

- Philemon Wright's settlement of Hull in 1800 
began to extend to the north and by the 1830s 
the settlement of Wakefield was growing on the 
banks of the Gatineau River close to its junction 
with the La Peche river.

Quick Facts

WAKEFIELD COVERED BRIDGE
A Brief History

- As more people settled on the land and 
commerce began to increase, local people 
began to operate ferry-scows at different 
points up and down the river. In the winter, 
people and communities were linked by ice 
bridges and ice roads marked out on the ice.

- Between 1910-20, the province wanted to 
encourage more settlement and development, 
so they were financing the construction of 
roads and simple wooden bridges. 

- The first bridge over the Gatineau River was 
built in 1907 at Grand-Remous and by 1915 
Wakefield had its very own covered bridge. 
The bridge was named after the Member of 
the Legislative Assembly at the time, 
Ferdinand-Ambroise Gendron. 

- Road traffic increased very quickly around the end of the Second World War 
(1939-1945) and heavier vehicles began to take their toll on the bridge and height 
restriction bars were installed. 
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- Transport Quebec decided that the weight limit for the bridge should be set at 7 
tons, which meant that an empty bus could cross the bridge but its passengers 
would have to walk.

- By the 1970s the Municipal Council had begun requesting a modern bridge that 
wouldn't have the height and weight restrictions of the Gendron Bridge.

- In 1981, major repairs and alterations were completed at a cost of $280,000. 

Quick Facts

WAKEFIELD COVERED BRIDGE
A Brief History

- But, on the night of July 10, 1984, the 
bridge was burned by arsonists. 

- The newspapers reported, that the heart 
was torn out of the village.

- A wider, two-way bridge was completed 
just north of the Gendron Bridge to 
reconnect the community, but the old 
wooden bridge was missed by many 
local people.

-  In 1988, through the determination and 
dedication of residents of the area, the 
Wakefield Covered Bridge Project was 
born.

-  With government grants, volunteers 
and sheer determination, the new 
Wakefield Covered Bridge for 
pedestrian traffic was completed in 
1997.

Interest ing...

The person or people responsible for burning the covered bridge were never caught. 
We will likely never know for certain why they did it, but many think that it was local 
truck drivers who were tired of the load restrictions and the dangerous conditions 
associated with crossing on the Gendron Bridge.
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