
 

KWL Chart

The K-W-L Chart, which tracks what a student knows (K), wants to know (W), and has 
learned (L) about a topic, is used before, during, and after research projects, when 
reading about a new topic, or 

Using a K-W-L chart, students can prepare to research or study a topic and use it to track 
information gathered along the way. This tool will help students confirm what they know 
about a topic and encourage them to think about how they want to focus their research. 
Ask students leading questions for each column of the chart, such as, ?What do you 
already ?know? about this topic?? ?What things do you ?want? to learn about the topic?? and 
?What did you ?learn? from doing your research?

 

PWIM (Picture Word Induct ion Model)

The PWIM is an inquiry-oriented language arts strategy that uses pictures containing 
familiar objects and actions to elicit words from children's listening and speaking 
vocabularies. Teachers use the PWIM with classes, small groups, and individuals to lead 
them into inquiring about words, adding words to their sight-reading and writing 
vocabularies, discovering phonetic and structural principles, and using observation and 
analysis in their study of reading, writing, comprehending, and composing

The teacher selects a picture and asks students to identify what they see in the picture. 
The teacher or the students then label the picture parts identified. Students can classify 
words into a variety of groups and share their findings with the class. The teacher can 
read and review the word chart aloud.

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES



 

6 Hats

Six Thinking Hats is a system designed by Edward de Bono which describes a tool for 
group discussion and individual thinking involving six colored hats. "Six Thinking Hats" and 
the associated idea parallel thinking provide a means for groups to plan thinking 
processes in a detailed and cohesive way, and in doing so to think together more 
effectively. Each student either chooses or is assigned a hat. They record, research and 
present their findings to their group on a given topic.  

Examples topics:

- Working in a mine around the turn of the century
- Building a covered bridge in Wakefield
- Being or marrying a lumberjack  

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

There are many online resources related to these educational strategies.




