
 

Cycle 2 Extensions: 

-  Visit the mine cart installation at Parc Mary- Anne Phillips  on Summer Road in 
Cantley.

- Have students write a response to the video. 
- Have students complete a full character sketch of one of the miners in PHOTO#3
- Have students create a storyboard at www.storyboardthat.com using the character 

they created.
- Use the setting from one of the photographs on the GVHS or Cantley 1889 websites 

as a story starter.
- Have students create a skit where characters go back in time and find themselves 

inside a mica mine.
- Watch and write a critique for a short video about the Pink Lake Mica Mine at: 

https:// www.youtube.com/ watch?v=brO1B8mOPns ·        
- Watch the video ?How to use a Mine Cart? at https:// vimeo.com/ 177583869 Have 

students create their own ?How to? demonstrations for the class. ·        
- Navigate the website http:// www.capitalgems.ca. Have the students explore the 

photos, maps and videos of local mines in groups or independently.
-  Use the activity book at http:// miningmatters.ca/ docs to explore modern mining 

vocabulary and information. 
- Use photos from the Gatineau Valley Historical Society website to create a 

slideshow of the mines of Cantley.
- Have students create a storyboard of a day in the life of a miner at 

www.storyboardthat.com or with a comic strip.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
Mining in Cantley

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=brO1B8mOPns
https://vimeo.com/177583869
http://www.capitalgems.ca
http://miningmatters.ca/docs/default-source/mining-matters---resources/books/mining-matters-activity-book-english.pdf?sfvrsn=7972a598_2


 

Cycle 3 Extensions: 

- Look at the fabrication drawing for a mining cart. Attempt to create your own 
fabrication drawing for another item such as a desk, a table, a chair etc.  Focus on 
units of measurement. 

- Pretend you have opened your own Mica mine today and you need to sell your 
product. Create an advertisement for Mica. Use  "Mining in Cantley" information to 
learn about the properties of Mica. 

- Read and analyze the article, ?The Value of History? (WORKSHEET #7) 
- Search for 5 interesting facts to share 
- Locate unfamiliar words 
- Create a list of strong verbs used in the article

- ·Look at a map which shows the elements, minerals and rocks found throughout 
Quebec. Have students compare locations and add details such as towns and 
waterways. 

- Have students write a letter from the perspective of a miner to their employer 
complaining about the working conditions and requesting improvements to be 
made. 

-  Have students complete a 6 HATS activity in groups to look at the idea of working 
in a mine at the turn of the century. Have them present their findings to the class. 
You may want to offer students the opportunity to research the topic further. 

- Conduct a research project related to the history of mining in Cantley.
- Discuss the genre of historical fiction and  how authors develop characters. Other 

than photographs, what could an author use to  base their characters on? Have 
students write a historical narrative based on the people in historical photos.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
Mining in Cantley
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WORKSHEET # 5  (CM)



What surprises me? What is interesting? 

What would I like to know more about?

My Thought s

Follow your own thoughts and pay attention to what comes into your mind. 

Nam e:____________________________________



Miner: _______________________ Interviewer:______________________ 

A historical question may begin with any of six interrogative words -- who, what, when, where, why and how -- but the most 
sophisticated ones usually try to explain "why" someone did something. Use interrogative words to create questions below. 

The answers have been provided. 

1. Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Answer:  My name is ____________and I am ___________years old.  (Create a name and an age.)

 2. Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer: I have 8 brothers and 3 sisters. 

 3. Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer:   I live in Cantley, Quebec, just a few miles north of Ottawa. 

4. Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer:  Right now, I am working as part of the dynamite crew in the Blackburn Mine.  

5. Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer:  I have done many other jobs. I have worked on my family farm, operated a road grader, harvested crops in 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba and cut logs for plywood at a mill in Gatineau. I also served in the RCAF (Royal Canadian Air 
Force) and I have even built a house. 

 

6. Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer: We mine for mica. It is some of the finest mica produced around the world. Some of it is ?white mica? which you can 
see through, so this was used to make windows for wood stoves. 

 

7.  Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer:  Yes, the mine work is very difficult and I am very tired at the end of my shift. But we are all young men, so we have 
fun, tell jokes and stories to pass the time. 

 8.  Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer: The hardest part is the air quality. Sometimes we work 100 feet underground and the air is harder to breathe down 
there. Above ground, the air is full of dust from grinding the mica. A lot of the men get sick. 

 9.  Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer: I wouldn?t say that I like my job, but I need work and this is what I can find. The mine gives me steady work and it 
pays enough to support my family. So I guess that?s good. 

 10.   Closing remarks:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Closing remarks: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Interview w ith a Miner f rom Cant ley 

Worksheet #6



Miner: _______________________ Interviewer:______________________ 

A historical question may begin with any of six interrogative words -- who, what, when, where, why and how -- but the most 
sophisticated ones usually try to explain "why" someone did something. Use interrogative words to create questions below. 

The answers have been provided. 

1. Question: What is your name and how old are you?

 Answer:  My name is ____________and I am ___________years old.  (Create a name and an age.)

 2. Question: How many brothers and sisters do you have?

Answer: I have 8 brothers and 3 sisters. 

 3. Question: Where do you live?

Answer:   I live in Cantley, Quebec, just a few miles north of Ottawa. 

4. Question:  What is your job?

Answer:  Right now, I am working as part of the dynamite crew in the Blackburn Mine. 

5. Question:  What other jobs have you done?

Answer:  I have done many other jobs. I have worked on my family farm, operated a road grader, harvested crops in 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba and cut logs for plywood at a mill in Gatineau. I also served in the RCAF (Royal Canadian Air 
Force) and I have even built a house. 

 

6. Question:  What do you mine for?

Answer: We mine for mica. It is some of the finest mica produced around the world. Some of it is ?white mica? which you can 
see through, so this was used to make windows for wood stoves. 

 

7.  Question:  Is your job difficult?

Answer:  Yes, the mine work is very difficult and I am very tired at the end of my shift. But we are all young men, so we have 
fun, tell jokes and stories to pass the time. 

 8.  Question:  What is the hardest part of your job?

Answer: The hardest part is the air quality. Sometimes we work 100 feet underground and the air is harder to breathe down 
there. Above ground, the air is full of dust from grinding the mica. A lot of the men get sick. 

 9.  Question: Do you like your job?

Answer: I wouldn?t say that I like my job, but I need work and this is what I can find. The mine gives me steady work and it 
pays enough to support my family. So I guess that?s good. 

 10.   Closing remarks:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Closing remarks: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Interview w ith a Miner f rom Cant ley- Answer Sheet

Worksheet #6



Category        4         3         2         1 

 Expression 
and Tone 

Uses exceptional 
tone of voice and 
expression to 
properly express 
the character?s 

Uses some tone of 
voice and 
expression to 
express the 
character?s words.  

Uses minimal tone 
of voice and 
expression to 
express the 
character?s words.  

Does not use any 
tone or expression 
to express the 
character?s words. 

 Character 
Portrayal 

Able to stay in 
character role 
during the 
presentation. 

Mostly able to stay 
in character during 
the presentation. 

Sometimes able to 
stay in character 
during the 
presentation. 

Is not able to stay 
in character 
during the 
presentation. 

 

Preparedness 
and 
Organization 

Very prepared and 
organized during 
the interview 
presentation. 

Most of the time 
prepared and 
organized during 
the presentation.  

Somewhat 
prepared and 
organized for the 
presentation. 

Does not appear 
to have prepared 
for the 
presentation. 

Speaks clearly Speaks very 
clearly. Very easy 
for the audience to 
understand. 

Speaks clearly 
most of the time. 
Easy for the 
audience to 
understand. 

Sometimes speaks 
clearly. Sometimes 
easy for the 
audience to 
understand. 

Does not speak 
clearly. Difficult for 
the audience to 
understand. 

 Body 
Language 

Uses very effective 
body language to 
portray their 
character. 

Uses somewhat 
effective body 
language to 
portray their 
character. 

Uses very litt le 
body language to 
portray their 
character. 

Uses no effective 
body language to 
portray their 
character. 

                                  Int erview  Present at ion Rubr ic 
Nam e: _________________________________ 

 COMMENTS: 

RUBRIC#1
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